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The Litigation Process

* A formal document accusing the defendant of
wiolating the law

™ Describes the facts that show how the
defendant harmed the plaintiff

E* Explains the law that the defendant violated

™ Requests a remedy: asks the courtto takea
particular action, like making the defendant :
either pay damages (money) to the plaintiff, or |
'making the defendant do something or stop .
doing something. :

E* If the case is not dismissed, the parties begin
gathering evidence from the other side. This
imight include:

' - Interrogatories: written questions

delivered to the opponent, who must provide

- Depositions: interviews of witnesses when
the witnesses are under oath.

E— Document requests: party sends the
'opponent a list of documents or other physical
Eevidence to produce.

* Negotiations may take place at any time. |
* The goal is for parties to reach a :
'settlement - an agreement that both sides ;
Eare happy with.
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iwritten answers under oath. b— Discovery
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* Defendant must respond to each allegation in
Ethe complaint: admit, deny, or claim that
defendant lacks sufficient knowledge to either
admit or deny.

* Defendant might provide additional facts that
change the situation.

* Either side may file a motion for
Esummary judgment.

" The moving party writes an argument
iexplaining that there are no important facts
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in dispute, and that they must win
:according to the law.
:* Parties may also deliver oral

arguments in front of a judge. The moving
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party tries to convince the judge that they
must win, and the non-moving party tries to
Econvince the judge that the decision is not
'so clear and the case should go to trial.

Motion granted
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